v % 


*a, i 
SS. 


| Forumioat, annancmENS 


* 


1 mY . 


FARL OF CARLISLE, | DUKE or beirn an 
LORD NORTH, = {| LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, 
N „ IX, B. SHERIDAN, ESQ, | 
J. wr Swoop, Eso. 
| WILLIAM ADAM, ESQy 


'S © * » 0 Ne 5 
eee for S, By L ADO a » Pater-noter-Row, 176; 


4 * 
. ; , * F 4 
G . 1 . a 1 6 
7 * ” - 5 
: = a 8 
"SY, . R ; * l / * 
— ; . 
* . l 
- 5 * . > 


1 


D 5 7 0 pr # I *z 
: ; TT Ro # 1 
o * "ns Fo Ft l 
Ek Xi ad LA: . FL: fa 
F : EE, | : 


' ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


„een, BER. <5, 


To the EARL of CARLISLE, d 
| 2 c. . Sc. 


| Brckenbam, Dec. 6 , 37 $5. 


My Dran Lon, = 


1 Ev ER anxious to evince my nas 2 


5 eſteem and inviolable reſpect for your Lord- 


” ſhip, I haſten to impart, by the very earlieſt 


diſcloſure, an arrangement deeply intereſt- 
ing to both the fortune and the reputation 


of him, whom you honour with the ſacred 0 
title of F riend. 


This moment, EL, have I ac- 


1 quieſced i in Mr. Pitt's reſpectable and ſpon- 


taneous. offer of appointing me Envoy Ex- 
"no. © OW TD 
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cdbeffinitry to dle Court Gf Verſailles, for 
the purpoſe of negociating a commercial 
Jeague between the two countries, agreeable 


to the relevant article of the treaty of Paris. 


A ſituation, my dear Lord, at once ami- 


cable and eminent; of Cabinet truſt, 
and diplomatic rank ! Poſſibly too, of all 


others, beſt adapted to the habits and ac- 


quirements of him, who is ſelected to fulfil 
it; ſince if there be any one point in which 


both my friends and my enemies unite, I be- 


lieve it is my perfect acquaintance with every 


art and trick of contraband trade. 


As ſuch have I acceded to this lofty ſitua- 


tion, —and yet, my dear Lord, with candour 


will T own, not a few were the diſſuaſives which 


I ett ſtrong in operation againſt ſuch nu- 3 


merous and extraordinary allurements.— 


Might 1 expreſs it ſo, the bounty on my en- 
Portation was, in truth, uncommonly high; 
but the countervailing duties have undoubted- 

ly created a powerful drawback. Let mers 

8 be . ſtated. 


At was not the inconkgrate remuneration 4 


Lick Lord North had ſcantily dealt out to 


L237) 


Y me, with his gd ſenſibility, that held me 
in a moment's ſuſpence ; as little was it pro+ 

bable that the falſe fire of many others' re- 
proaches, could occaſion me one irkſome hour. 

Io their mouldable principles I had but to 


ſtate my ſalary; and if their envy could be 


lulled, what other paſſion had I to fear from 


them? No, my dear Lord, it was to you, 


and you alone that all my ſolicitude was 
directed your partiality had twice advanced 


me to moſt reſpectable ſituations—we had in 


a a manner publicly embarked in one common 
bottom -you had preſented me to your 
friends, and our junction was eſtabliſhed on 


principles declared and unequivocal ; that 


notwithſtanding this, I have at once acceded 
to a feparate arrangement, is a circumſtance 
no otherways to be explained, than by de- 
claring, as with truth I do, that neither in- 
tereſt nor vanity have had the ſmalleſt ſhare 
in detaching me from your Lordſhip.— No, 
upon my honour, 1 declare, my real motive 
Vas o ſave the State. In other words, the 
* fame honeſt ardour which incited me to de- 
teect and expoſe the errors of Adminiſtration, 
= * an opponent, in the courſe of laſt ſeſſion, 
l > Es CT GE 
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determined me to prevent them in the en- 
ſuing, as their friend and aſſociate. The 
latter appeared to me to be a more effectul 
Way for the country, and in truth, a far bet- 
ter way for myſelf allo; for to ſpeak out, my 


dear Lord, my. weak enfeebled frame was 


but il. ſuited to the vigilance, the eternal 
attack, and the impetuous violence of an 
oppoſition; not to mention the late hours 
which a minority debater can leſs reaſonably 
eſcape, but which are the worſt on God's 
| earth for an impaired frame, fuch as I can- 


didly admit my own to be. In a word, my 


dear Lord, at the cloſe of che laſt ſeſſions, 


what from exceſſive fatigue, and the gloomy - 
proſpett of public affairs, 1 fell into a de- 
ſpondency too melancholy to paint, but ſo 


viſible in my countenance, as to alarm my 
5 neareſt and deareſt connections. My phyſi- 
cians adviſed the Spa; but my own feelings 
convinced me they entirely miſtook my caſe, 5 
All this time you were abſent from town, 


our commerce expoſed to daily and hourly 


danger, my reſt broken—the country "38 


* ſtake my innocents prattling at my knee, 
your favourite Auguſtus, the TOR. Wit- 


| helmins, 4 


43 


| heliina, and our little playful F ederick. 85 
am not made of fone.” —Jenkinſon arriyed, FD 
and your friend was FARE 


No man on po more cn dereſts 8 
deliberate inconfiſtency than do I, even to 


© | fervour; but, my Lord, my code of pri- 


vate thought is ſtill immutable; nor in- 

deed do 1 admit a public incongruity, or 
even the ſmalleſt abſence of action con- 
ſentaneous to profeſſion. What I have 
now done, is what I always bad done be- 
fore, nay more, what I always will do in 


future—to benefit the State, I have accepted SC. 


a diſtinguiſhed office. Uniform in my. ear- 
eſt idea, Non de Republics reſperandum,” 
I defy my enemies to pretend that I ever 


have hung aloof from even plurality of 
office; on the contrary, I do maintain, that 
Vvnder every conflict, under every change, I 1 


have at all times and with all men inflexibly 


retained that eighteen hundred a year, which — 
DET. chearfully accepted as an unequivocal _ 


youcher, that no perſonal bias—no im nl] : 
pl principle ſhould on any wort detach me 
Th from the public ſervice. | 


5 22 1 * and een of puerility, 


1 6 FH 
That I te and accompliſhed that 


evalition, which 1 now relinquiſh, I am 
frank to admit; that as long as I remain- 
ed with it, I diſtinguiſhed myſelf as at leaſt 


an unwearied ſearcher of Parliamentary 


precedents, and a drawer of popular refo= ' 
lutions, I appeal to the fair unreviſed re- 
ports of my ſpeeches, as Mr. Woodfall, 


unaided by me, has tranſmitted them to 


poſterity; but in anſwer to all ſuch vex- 
atious obſervations, permit me to remind 
your Lordſhip, that ſince I preſented you 


with my five printed letters. (of which a word = 
by the bye) three babes, as your Lordſhip 


very well knows, have been added to my 
former eſtabliſhment. A Fus trium, my 
Lord, which even in the penal ſyſtem of 
party, may not unreaſonably mitigate the 


ſeverer penalties of political commutation ! 


Poſſibly it may appear but a frivolous detail; : 
yet, alas! my Lord, is it not a melancholy | 


truth, that every article of a nurſery appa- 


ratus groans under the preſſure of accumulat- 
ed taxation? With the ſevereſt ceconomy, 


with even a ſumptuary prohibition of the 


5 Was 


54, 


Was it poſſible for an income of eighteen 
hundred a year to provide even the neceſſary "1 
articles of infantine expenditure ? 


o 


| Is to my "ited lerrs to your Lordſhip, 


Which poſſibly contain ſome few ideas not 


abſolutely illuſtrated by my late ſtep, is the 
baſe precedent of Algernon Sidney to be 
again reforted to? Am I to be criminated by 
the production of my own papers? But, in tho 
name of common ſenſe, what is the date of 


| thoſe letters? Why fo long back as October, 
1779; a pretty conſiderable diſtance to form 


a criterion of the conſiſtence or incongruity 
of a paſt with a preſent opinion. Your 
Lordſhip's well ſtored mind will recal the 


Vvonderous ſtructure of the human body, and 


ably apply it to the exiſting caſe. We 
have it from Pott, that every ſingle particle, 
every individual atom of the body undergoes 
a complete change within the courſe of five 
years; and yet the Whimſicals of the pre- 


| ſent hour would demand a perfect ſameneſs, 


an entire identity in the light and volatile 

compoſition of the mental frame, for not only 

che ſame prion 'h but alſo for an additional 
2 


1 5 * 
=_ | fration of time, nearly amounting (as ſome 
1 would ealculate it) to another quarterage. 
18 Away with this ineptitude of enmity ! The 
I admirable Horace ſomewhere obſerves, — 
© Ridicalum acri fortius ac melius.” Yes, 
my Lord, your Lordſhip and myſelf will 
i! iſcoff at fo unphiloſophical an attack, Yir- 
1 tute med me involvo. But I muſt now, 
reluctantly conclude this imperfect let- 
ter. It is my purpoſe to enter into an 
- extended ſcries of epiſtolary ecclairciſſement 
with many others on the ſubject of my ap- 
parrent aberration from that line of Politics 
which admitted me to their confidence.— 
With your Lordſhip, however, I felt myſelf 
irreſiſtibly impelled to auſpicate the painful 
explanation, negue hoc pervulgata eſſe aut 
Tullius reformidet, aut Atticus nolit.“ 


e * 


1 remain, my dear Lord, 


Unalterably and faithfully your's, . 


„ 7 
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To the ng! . LORD NORTH, 

Beckenbom, December 7, 1785. 8 

My Dran a 1 

Tas wired wa 


with which you have honoured me, encou- 


| rage. me. to hope, that you will hear with 
Pleaſure an event in which my e * 
ans concerned. ö 


I had RE AI a viſit from our old friend 
Mr. Jenkinſon, who came to me with a very 
obliging and handſome meſſage from Mr. 


. Pitt, offering in the moſt liberal manner to 


forget all the little differences of opinion, 


which aroſe between us in the courſe of laſt = 
ſeſſion, and to appoint me Envoy Plenipo- ._ 


tentiary to ae Court of Verſailles, to adjuſt 
6 N 


P 


1 

and conclude a commercial treaty between 
the kingdoms of -France and Great-Britain, 
according to an article of the late peace, in 


the parliamentary cenſure of which, I had 
the ſatisfaction of concurring with your Lord- 


ſhip. I confeſs, wt upon the firſt mention 
of this offer, ſome doubts ſuggeſted them- 
' ſelves to my mind, whether the acceptance 
of it might not be ſubject to an unfavourable 
+ conſtruction, on the ground of ſo ſlender an 
appointment occaſioning a change of politi- 
cal conduct. But this very natural objection 
was immediately obviated by Mr. Jenkin- 
ſon's informing me, it was Mr. Pitt's inten- 
tion, that although inveſted with the charac- 
ter of Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary I ſhould receive the full appointments 
of Ambaſſador, that is to ſay, fix thouſand | 
1 a year, beſides plate, equipage, money, &c. 
| Theſe. extraordinary and advanced emolu- 


ments have an additional merit which cannot 1 35 


1 © eſcape. your Lordſhip 8 obſcrvation, and 
which, I truſt, your candour will readily be- 
lieve, was a ſtronger incentive to my accept- 
ance of them, than any perſonal or private 

advantage of my own ; ; 1 mean the diſgrace 

„ which 


wh they viable reflect upon the Min- 
ſter; who, while he is perpetually making 
_ profeſſions of ſtrict co, and patheti- 
cally lamenting the impoſſibility of confining 
the cxpenditure of the civil liſt within due 
bounds, laviſhes, without any reaſon, ſo con- 
ſiderable a portion of the public money.— 
May it not, therefore, be problematical, 
whether, by the acceptance of this appoint- 
ment, I have not more eſſentially ſerved the 
cauſe I apparently abandon, than I could 
have done by the moſt ſtrenuous and indefa. 


|  tigable perſeverance in oppoſition ? But, in- 
dependently of this conſideration,” I am per- : 


fectly ſure, my dear Lord, when you con- 
ſider the ſcantineſs of my income (which 
is unneceſſary to point out to you, ſince, 
ſuch as it is, I am indebted to your kindneſs 
and friendſhip. for every ſhilling of it) 

amounting altogether, including Mrs. Eden's 

penſion and my own, together with two ſmall 


ſinecure offices, to the annual receipt of 
ſomething leſs than one thouſand eight hun- 


dred pounds, that you will agree with me in 
Sinking, it would have been abſolute mad-__ 
: C 2 dh pg _ neſs 


[6 » N 
neſs on my part, not to have cloſed with A 


prypalal ſo * 


V omit this oppor- 


tunity of returning you, from the bottom of 
my heart, the moſt ſincere and vrifeigned 
- thanks, for the many, many favours you 

have ſo kindly heaped upon me, too nume- 


rous to be here repeated, too dear to me ever 
to be obliterated from my memory. If, in 


return, I have ever had it in my power ta 
render your Lordſhip any ſervice, I flatter 
' myſelf you think J have not been neglectful. 
Upon a late occaſion, in endeavouring ta 
remove the difficulties which lay in the way 
of a reconciliation between your Lordſhip 


and Mr. Fox, I may, without vanity, boaſt 
of having laboured with zeal and aſſiduity. 


It will ever be che pride of my life to have 


contributed to the union of ſuch eminent 


abilities in the public ſervice. You muſt | 
recollect, however, my dear Lord, that the 
avowed object of that meaſure was to pro- 


duce an efficient, vigorous, and, what was 


more eſpecially the anxious wiſh of my 
heart, a e N for this country. 
. That | 


tn 


Than abjett devieg ͤ mi. 
; attainable. by the means then propoſed, ir 
wauld ſcarcely be conſiſtent with my prin- 


ciples, to withhold my poor ſervices from an 


adminiſtration, which, though deficient in 
point of vigour and ability, with reſpect, 
however, to that moſt eſſential requiſite, 
duration, ſeems at preſent to hold out the 
moſt flattering proſpect. Should I be de- 
ceived in this opinion, my deareſt Lord, 


need I add, with what cordial alacrity, with 


what diſintereſted ſatisfaction, upon the ſup- 


| Poſition of your returning into power, 1 


all dan to 1 once mere he 
ſervices of, 5 1 
My Dean Lend 
Your moſt devoted, moſt faithful, 
moſt obliged, and moſt unalterable 
= humble ſervant, 
P. S. Mrs. cif FI 
0 me ſhall be proud and happy to execute any 
commands at Paris, which Lady North, or 


her amiable friends, the young ladies, will 
dc her the honour to entruſt her with, 
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VET T K EE. 


| To THE RIGHT. HONOURABLE 


CHARLES JAMES FOX. 


2 


| Beckenham, Dec. 7. 1785. 


Dran Cranes, 


My early habits of i intimscy with. you, L 

when we were at ſchool, and my late habits 
in politics, ſince we have been in oppoſition 
together, call upon me to deal as openly and 


frankly with you, as it-is your general cuſtom 


to do with all. mankind. I proceed, there- 
- fore, without ceremony, to inform you, that 
my old friend and neighbour, Mr. Jenkin- 
| ſon, has moſt happily, and entirely recon- 
ciled me to my new friend and neighbour, 
Mr. Pitt. You, who now paſs much of your 
time in the country, muſt be ſenſible ho- 
irkſome it is not to live upon the moſt 
friendly footing with one's neighbours ; and 


indeed 1 have Rwy no farther diſtant from 


+ 


£ 4 


# -- 


1 


tw] 


St. Anne s than Windſor, with whom, if you 
take my advice, you will, as ſoon as you 
_ conveniently can, make up all differences; 
but of this hereafter: I am convinced the 

project 1 is by no means impracticable, unleſs 
you prefer a rigid and romantic adherence to 
our good friend at Buſhy, which, it is true, 
may prove an unſumountable obſtacle to it. 
Upon the ſligheſt hint from you, however, 
believe me, it is a buſineſs which 1 ſhall 


feel myſelf happy to be employed in, and ſnal! 


enter upon that negociation with as much ſa- 
25 tisfaction and readineſs as the commercial 


1 treaty, which I am now appointed to adjuſt 
pe 8 with the Court of France, although the 1 atter : 


employment ſecures me an income of ſix 
tkouſand pounds a year, with the additional 
douceurs of plate, equipage, &c. Such, my 


dcar Sir, are the firſt fruits of the connection 


I have now formed; to ſpeak the plain truth, 


my political ſituation was become fo irkſome 


"2M me, as to affect both my health and ſfptl- _ 
rits, and even my favourite and beloved re- 


treat of Beckenham was become odious to 
me, more eſpecially as its vicinity both to 

Mr. Pitt and Mr. Jenkinſon, perpetually 
5 recalled to my imagination the; ſtriking, | 


4. 
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ah] navienchely difference of our beuten mY 
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EO er OR 5 
Hic illum vidi Juvezem, Melibez, quot annis, 
Bis ſenes cui noſtra dies altaria fomant. 


Mic mihi reſponſum, primus dedit ille petenti: 


3 ut ante, * N. 2 — tauros. 


1 Patter myſelf. that, a you per- 


haps may not wholy approve of the ſtep I have 5 
takten, you will be candid enough to ackno w- 
ledge, that I was laſt year of ſome ſervice in 


* expoſing the ignorance and inſufficiency of 


the Miniſter, in his aukward attempt at a 


commercial arrangement with the ſiſter king- * 
dom; it will be hard if you diſpute me that 
merit, ſince my preſent appointment ſeems 


5 ſo explicit and fair a confeſſion of it on his 5 


part. In promoting the coalition between 
| _ © yourſelf and Lord North, you will likewiſe 
allow me to have had ſome ſmall merit, and 
perhaps, could I have prevailed upon you to 


lay aſide ſome old prejudices with regard to 


| my friend Jenkinſon, ſecret influence, &c. 
my talents for negociation might have placed 
29 in the ble ſituation in Which Mr. 
- Pitt fo 


; 0 * 17 1 
Pitt now ſtands. But I 1 not TY 


on this topic, leaſt it ſhould have the ap- 
pearance of reproaching you with an 


abſurd and inveterate attachment to certain 


principles, which, I much fear, it is not in 
your nature to correct. Unleſs you give me 
hopes that you are inclined to liſten. to the _ 
_ treaty hinted at in the former part of this 


letter, I doubt, we ſhall be for a conſider= 


able time ſeparated in our line of public - 
Conduct; in that caſe 1 ſhall be happy to 5 
| ſee you continue to diſplay thoſe wonderful 

abilities, of which I have always been a 


| Aincere admirer, in the conduct of Oppoſition. _ 


It ever has been my decided opinion (and! 
now know it by experience). that a conſtitu- 
tional oppoſition has its uſe. Should mat- 
ters turn out leſs agreeably than I flatter 
_ myſelf they will, you may depend, my dear 
Sir, on my returning from Paris preciſely 
with the ſame principles as thoſe with which 
Iſet out, and that I ſhall be once more 
. to ſubſcribe myſelf 


_ Your very ſincere, an "SB 
and faithful humble b e 
*. E —. 8 
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JETT EO Iv. 


+ Boone Dec. 7, os. 


My DAR Ls, ; 


| L b ne 
ſtroke to a buſineſs, the fortunate reſult of 


which will, I truſt, moſt agreeably ſurpriſe 


you. But before I proceed to ſtate the par- 
: collins let me premiſe, that I ſhould by no 
means have - concluded. this important ar- 


rangement, without both your opinion on 
the caſe, and indeed tliat of my good friend 


Mrs. Lee, had not I found myſelf indiſ- 
_ penſibly conſtrained to do fo, from the auk- = 


ward circumſtance of Mr. Jenkinſon's nov, 


having broken the affair to me till e - 
paſt twelve, and yet haſtily requiring my de- . 
| ciſion at a quarter before one. | 


7 


[»y E 2 
To ruſh at once, a8 Sb has it, “ in 


: wedias res, I have acquieſced in Pitt's 
handſome terms. In a word, my dear Jack, 


you are henceforth to hail your friend, Com- 


miſſarial Envoy and Commercial * 
to the Court of Verſailles. 


Y Stare as thou . aha wa Bluntneſs, 
| yet reſt aſſured that I have meant, that I do 
mean the whole of this as a liberal ſpecu- 
lation for the public good. Too great a 
tenderneſs of policy to come at that good, 
muſt in this inſtance have inevitably loſt 
my way ta..it,—But poſſibly it may be ſaid, 
there is a degree of inconſiſtency in this.— 


To which I anſwer, clap your hand . 
msn heart, | J ack, and then reſolve —_—.--- 


this plaineſt of all plain queſtions: Are 
there not caſes where too ſcrupulous a pre- 
deliction for congruity, may in effect be 
more intrinſically criminal than the ap- 
parently boldeſt ſuperceſſion of them? Tes, 


” yes my friend, the very lays of adventurous 


| Integrity are venial compared to the pride, 
the madneſs of miſe firmneſs, | 


'D 8 _ 
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The Abbo of a feeble. frame 0 be 
1 inveſtigation of commercial reci- 
procity, the complete addiction of a patient 


' Underſtanding to the intricacy of mercantile 
detail, the abſorption of every faculty, and 
of every fibre of my mind on this greateſt} 
tis deareſt concern, may poſlibly be ſome. 
palliation of an exceſſive anxiety upon my 
part, to give action to idea, and afford effi- 
cacy to theory. I am frank to own, I did 
moſt ardently pant for preciſely that poſt to 
which my Sovereign has elected me; but 


candour requires me to ſubjoin, that not 


wWholly unadviſed did his gracious ſelf, ex- 
erciſe his undoubted prerogative on this try- 
ing emergency. One of the higheſt, and. 


moſt dignified characters in this land had 


pitched on my talents, as excluſively ade- 


quate to this nice truſt, When 1 acquaint 
you, that the adviſer of our Sovereign upon 


this grand queſtion was no other than my. 

approved friend his Grace of Canterbury, | 

_ you will applaud” both his 3 8 deter- 
mination and mine. 


Let 


a) 


-[Yer-with eue 1 dne Nea eee 


: tran . your: 
unqualifying apathy exclaimed, By my M. 
ter, I'd A ſeen em all damm d firſt;”. 7 A ſtrong 5 


acceptance under all the cirei 


phraſe, my. dear Jack ; but 4 


L me, fl 


_ fay too deeply anctured wich aur good old 
habits of F reſpyterian plainneſs. Let me 5 


meet, however, this ſimplicity of 


can expreſſion, by obſerving to you. that, 4 
don your own grounds, the ſecret way of 
5 ariſtocratic tyranny, is to a free- born mind, 
ſcarcely leſs odious than the bolder con- 


= know 220 
the Whigs. Minds, fabricated like ours, 


| Jack, ought not always to ſurrender up their 


troul of undiſguiſed deſpotiſm.— 


i native enthuſiaſm to a tranſmitted creed, or 
the whim of hereditary talent. 


"Fo TE kere, dear Lee, the faithful por- 
traiture of an honeſt mind, perhaps indeed too 
| Hberal, too independent for the preſent age, 

5 but certainly (with pride I may avow it) un- 


ſullied by deceit, unſtained by ſordid avarice, 


undegraded by abandoned hypocriſy. Go ot, 
my friend, purſue the generous line you have 
ly d righteguſl 2 However I may 


diſapprove 5 


diſapprove it on public grounds, I forget its 
general tendency, in the hope it may con- 
duce to your own private ſatisfaftions—vir- 
tue can always be its own reward; and ſurely 


it were hard to grudge ſo ſimple a remunera= 
tion. I have omitted to obſerve, that the 


emoluments of my office are cloſe upon ſix 
thouſand pounds per annum, excluſive of 
equipage, plate, ſecret ſervice money, and 

other trifling douceurs. Adieu! dear Lee — 


Euer your's with trutb, 


= 
5 367 7 - x 
o 2 N - 
W 5 E * 
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LETTER „ 
= My. WILLIAM WOOD 1 | 


My Duan WoopraLL, rg 


7; I SIT 5 to give you 4 e. Sketch. 

of yeſterday's buſineſs, leaving it to your own 
_ impartiality to make whatever ule of 
you think fit. 


= "i was nnn than half paſt twelve 
when Mr. Jenkinſon arrived. The great 
conference immediately commenced. To do 
juſtice to the profound learning, the admir- 
able judgment, the lively ſallies diſplayed 

in the courſe of this intereſting argument, 
would require a much greater memory than 
any one except yourſelf, can reaſonably be 
imagined to poſſeſs, —Suffice it to acquaint 

8 Tv. ” — 


e Ls 
you with the agreeable refult.—The com- 
fortable office of Commercial Ambaſſador at 
Paris is enſured to your friend, with equal 


emoluments to the Duke of Dorſet's; and, 


ſurely, as muſt ſtrike your accurate mind, 
with ſuperior confidence and credit. In 
word, the manner of the boon, flowing im- 
mediately from the beſt of Sovereigns, the 
adroitneſs of the Negociator, and the pleaſ- 

ing beneficence of the whole arrangement, 

are tranſporting beyond language to deſcribe. 

But now, my dear Billy, I foreſee your 
fhrewd obſervation 7 How will all this be 
reconciled to delten * 5 


FM 5 firſt 8 I > cell you, I have 


8 A written to all their leading men, in 


ſuch a way as I think will moſt probably take 
off the edge of their firſt anger, and in a de- 
gree poſſeſs them with the idea that I have 


e merely accepted my office on public grounds. 


Theſe letters I could wiſh you to ſpeak of with 
your uſual kindneſs. —- You will ſee by the 


” Kopies, which I incloſe, that I have varied 


in my ſtile, according to the diſſimilar cha- 


5 xafters of my ſeveral Ma . 


will 


(5) 


will ts extract only ſuch general parts 


- = my defence from theſe letters, as may be 


worked up into the moſt rational paragraphs. 


5 Vet I fear there is no diſſuading you from | 


touching on my peculiar habits, my in- 


formation in commerce, my reading, and 
_ poſſibly my ſ cope of mind: —nay, I ſhould 


not be ſurpriſed, if in your friendly way 
you occaſionally drop a few handſome ob- 
ſervations on my perſonal appearance and 


eaſy addreſs; which undoubtedly, if in truth 


unadviſeable to enlarge on. I would at- 


you think I poſſeſs them, it might not be 


tempt to moderate your friendly enthu- 
ſiaſm, but that I know you will have 


E your own way. One other point I think 1 
could ſwear you'll urge; I mean your cer- 


* tainty that any man in Oppoſition would have 
-” jumped. at what I have taken; and really it 


is liberal to take that line ; as, doubtleſs, any > 
| compariſons of a different nature would only 


appear invidious, and could anſwer no good | 


purpoſe, What I much wiſh, is to give a 


hleaſant turn to this apparent inconſiſtency— 


party attachment therefore ſhould be well 


 ndiculed—and I «think too, iß, in your 


S8 ͤ pleaſant 


Pleaſant ſtile, you could, by way of merry 
illustration, inſinuate that Oppoſition had in 
4 manner lent me to the Miniſtry, for this 
ſpecial purpoſe ; (juſt as your friends, the 


theatrical managers, accommodate each other 


by amicable arrangements, on particular 
emergencies) nothing could be better timed 
towards the Chriſtmas holidays; I deſpair of 


equalling your inimitable ſtrokes; but ſome- 
thing now in n this way : | 


. His Grace of De, Whig we 
prevented from acting the difficult part of a 


| Commercial Negociator, wwe underſtand Lord 


Nortb, with bis uſual liberality, has permit- 
ted Mr. Eden to appear in it for a limited 
lime; and we doubt not, as that promiſing 


| per. ormer bas undertaken this trying cbaratter 


| at a ſhort notice, be cannot fail to meet with 


te loudeft burſts of admiration 2708; a candid 
i and feng Ts: Es 


Theſe Wlalle jeux 4 , are Ca den Es 
eie to parry a ſerious reproof, and com 

bat the abſurd violence of national reſent- | 
- ment—but 1 truſt all to your __ pen. 


1 7 1 
Be aſſured, dear Woodfall, I ſhall not for- 

. pre you in my new fituation. It would be too 
much to ſend you parliamentary ſpeeches I 
haven't made, when I am known to be at i 
Paris; but I ſtill ſhall pen ſomething for you, 

__ eitherin the ſhape of panegyric on my new 
friends, or as ſtrictures on thoſe who in fu- _ 
ture will unreaſonably conſider me as their 
enemy. Beſides you ſhall receive, for many 
years to come, authentic accounts of the 

Peedy determination of my embaſſy, with 

curious details, documents, and other ſolid 


Here is ſome tolerable cyder, which, as 
our return to England will not be immediate, 

I muſt intreat you to drink for us, by proxy. 

Ih here are alſo a few Goſlings of Mrs. E—'s$ 
breeding which wait your acceptance ; and 
(if through the medium of your friendſhip 
I might take the liberty) there is a black 

buffalo in our paddock, which brother Sam- 

en would infinitely oblige me by giving 3 

place to in his eligible farm—Every relative 

of my friend William's is dear to me. i 
Adieu, with cordial attachment | 
Ever yours, 15 ; 


12 


| . To bis Grace the Duke m PORTLAND, 8 
Sc. Se. | „ 


My Lond, | 


I T is unneceſſary for me to ___ any . % 
logy to your Grace, for troubling you with 


this letter, to inform you of my acceptance 


of a commiſſion of Miniſter Extraordinary 


and Plenipotentiary, for adjuſting a treaty of N 


commerce between this country and France, 3 
becauſe I think it my duty to give you the 


_ earlieſt notice of it, both from gratitude 5 


for the favours I have received from your 


Grace, and on account of the great advantage 
Which will be derived to your party from the * 
engagement which I have now undertaken 


for the benefit of that Coalition, in the for- 
mation of which I took ſo large a ſhare. 
Tn When 


1 5 29 45 3 
| When I inform your 8 chat the firſt 
| overture on the ſubje& was accompanied 


with a ſpontaneous propoſal to ſettle my pay, 


the Ambaſſador, your diſcernment will ſug- 
geſt to you the neceſſity of my immediately 


cloſing with the propoſition, in order to 


_ furniſh ſo good a handle tq the Oppoſition, 
for an attack * the Miniſter, in the en- 
ſuing ſeſſion, At the ſame time I confem 


that I am under much apprehenſion of in- 


1 curring an imputation of which I have be 


greateſt horror.—The world may illiberally : 


conceive my conduct to proceed from in- 


tereſted motives ; and though I am ſure to 
meet with a fair conſtruction from your 
Grace s unſuſpicious and candid mind; yet, 
as there have been ſo many inſtances of baſe 
and perfidious apoſtates of late years, I may 
be claſſed, perhaps, in the number of thoſe 
mean wretches, and even ſunk to the de- 


_ grading level of Robinſon, or Lord Delaval. 5 


But when J reflect on your Grace's noble . 


diſpoſition, and the generous ſpirit of your 


family, and of the illuſtrious Houſe of Ca. 
vendiſh, I truſt that no fuch miſconſtruction 2 


= 


£3 39 [ 3 
- or injurious bas can long ks place . 


. againſt one of my birth and family; who, 
bleſſed be God for it, have long been in the 


8 poſſeſſion of | emoluments, the | well- earned 


fruits of a cloſe and ſtrict attachment to that 
noble Lord, who thought me worthy of his 


moſt ſacred confidence, as your Grace can 
witneſs, in the courſe of a long and delicate 


negociation with yourſelf and Mr. Fox.—I 


56 will now ſhortly ſtate the points in which 1 


think my acceptance will be particularly ſer- SD 
viceable. In the firſt place, the exorbitant 
and unſolicited emoluments of this dupli- 


cate Embaſly cannot fail to furniſh an ex- 


cellent topic for the parliamentary cenſure of 


_ Miniſterial &conomy; while the ſtraights and | 
— difficulties to which a Government is driven, 


who, in deſpair of their own abilities, have 
recourſe to the aſſiſtance of any they can 
purchaſe, muſt at once involve them in 
ridlicule and ſhame.— And next, in reſpect 
to the Duke of Dorſet, what can throw 
fo laſting a ſtigma upon him — poor man 
IT own, I pity him ſincerely !——But for 
this Rey Th, will it not be matter 


of 


I 31 J 


of ridicvle to all Europe l two Plenipoten: 9 © 


_ tiaries, not indeed with equal rank, but 


with equal appointments, and co-ordinate in 


authority] If any one had been ſent as a 
Commiſſioner to aid the Duke, or if ſome 


mercantile perſon had been paid for reſiding 


at Paris, and giving information to the Am- 


baſſador in matters of trade, or if a ſpy 1 
on the Ambaſſador had been covertly em- 


ployed by the Miniſter, as is often the caſe, 


there might have been ſome ſenſe, and leſs 


_ extravagance in the arrangement; but to 


ſend out a perſon of my rank; being (as your 
Grace muſt know, who made me ſo) a Privy 

| Counſellor, to ſupercede the Ambaſſador in | 
effect, is a caſe of the moſt novel and extra- 
ordinary kind. ——-There is, however, my 


Lord, another objection far more forcible, 


which will not eſcape your Grace's penetra- - 
tion.—You muſt be ſenſible, that though 
your Grace and the enlightened part of Op- 


po poſition will be fatisfied that I have not des 


ferted my friends or my principles, yet the 
uninformed part of mankind in this country, 
and perhaps all on in France, not ex- 


* 


| tam 1 ; 
expting the Miniſters with whom I am ts 


treat, will conſider me as a traitor tomy 
friends and patrons, and a perſan in whom 
it may not be ſafe to repoſe any confidence. 


Tour Grace perceives at once how totally ſuch 
ſuſpicions muſt fruſtrate the purpoſe of 
my miſſion, and render abortive all the idle 


ſchemes of an Adminiſtration, who would 
wiſh to patch and trump up a treaty with 
our perfidious foes. I need not ſay that this 


ts for your Grace's private ear. I may now, 


my Lord, without arrogance, boaſt of having 


returned an eſſential ſervice to that Coalition 
which placed me in fo elevated and lucrative 


a ſtation, and gave me ſuch a leading con- 


ſequence in ſome points in the Houſe of 
Commons. But whilſt I am claiming the 
merit due to me for riſking, for my friends, 
every thing that is dear to me (even my good 
name) let me not be ſuppoſed to be meanly 
trying to embrace the benefit which will be 


derived from having ſuch public ground for 


reprobating the meaſure. No, my dear 


| Lord, I am far from expecting any return 7 


for * ſervices; I offered * from * 7 


tade, ad only dere t that they may not be 


forgotten, whenever they, or other future 


events, may produce the effect of overturn- 
ing an Adminiſtration which I have fo re- ; L 


peatedly condemned by motions in me 
: Houſe of Commons. l 


x have 0 hearts to be, 
My Loro, 
With the profoundeſt ſentiments 
1 of reſpect and gratitude, 15 hs 
Tour Grace's faithful, paths 
..- nn eee 


W— E—. 


„öß LR. 
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FETTE NA 
4 tbe Right 1 8 
| LORD LOUGHBOROUGH, . 

. Dec. 7, 1785. 5 


1 8 2 — . 


fen the unhappy felon 8 
in your judicial capacity, holds up his hand 
before you, to anſwer with his life that viola- 


tion of the law, to which indigence, or per- 


haps even famine itſelf, may have impelled 


him, cannot be ſuffered to plead his poverty | 


in juſtification of his crime, yet, as it is the 


friend, and not the Chief Juſtice I am now 


addreſſing, may I not reaſonably hope for 


ſome portion of that mercy, which I am 


perſuaded, did not your duty as a Judge 


_ forbid, your Lordſhip's amiable diſpoſition | | 
would frequently extend to the highwayman, 


the houſe-breaker, and the pick- pocket. 


tt 


The ſimilarity of our ſituation i is, indeed, 
ſtriking; urged by neceſſity, I have, like 
them, violated the moſt facred ties; with 
this remarkable difference however, that 
| their offences have been perpetrated nf 
perſons towards whom they have no enmity; 
whereas mine, with ſhame and contrition I 
- acknowledge it, have been committed agaiuſt 
| thoſe to whom I owed everlaſting friendſhip 
and unbounded gratitude ; and with another 
difference {tilt more remarkable, and which 
I cannot but reflect upon with ſenſations of 
= diſagreeable nature, namely, that their evil 
deeds are generally rewarded with a halter, 
while mine have been compenſated with an 
honourable and lucrative employment in the 
public ſervice. To explain the whole of 
this exordium in a word, I muſt acquaint 
you, my dear Lord, that Mr. Pitt has offer- 
ed me the appointment of Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary to Paris, to- 
gether with the full pay and concomitant 
emoluments of Ambaſſador, which offer, up- 
on the moſt mature deliberation, and under 
all preſent circumſtances, I have thought it 
adviſable to zetept. 1 truſt TOW? will e - 


F 36 1 
full 18 to my ſincerity, my — Lord, | 


= when 1 expreſs the moſt poignant concern, 


in thus ſuddenly finding myſelf in a fituation 


| likely to lead to a difference of opinion on 


public matters with you, my earlieſt friend 


and original patron in public liſe. But five Fg 


children, and a wife who may, in the courſe 


were arguments in my breaſt irreſiſtable 


_ againſt the raſh and unadviſed rejection of 


an income ſo truly acceptable as ſix thouſand 
ive hundred pounds a year. In further ex- 
tenuation of my conduct, I might perhaps 
not unfairly urge the habitual love of buſi. 


neſs, and conſequent attachment to official. 
tuation, which your kindneſs, and the pro- 


tection and friendſhip of Lord North, had 
ſio early, and fo powerfully impreſſed upon 
my mind. Short, very ſhort, yet truly te- 
dious, has been the period ſince my firſt 
entrance into public life, during which, I 
have had the ill fortune to be out of employ- 
ment; uſe is ſaid to be a ſecond nature, and 
my ſtrong predilection for office, ariſes, no 
doubt, from having been ſo long accuſtom- 
CY to the * of its * ; if 
1 therefore 


CES) 


therefore 1 am now guilty of an apparent 


deſertion of my friends, paradoxical as it 


may ſ2em, to the generous and unmerited 
_ exceſs of their friendſhip only can it juſtly 


be imputed. Truſting wholly, my dear 
Lord, to that uniform kindneſs I have ex- 


perienced from you, to put the moſt favour- 

able conſtruction on my conduct, I ſtill ven- 

; wie to goa TONE. - 

Your moſt faithful, | 
rene, fincere, | rate 


Jumble GG and friend, 


'" LED... 


1 


LETTER vn. 
2 R. B. SHERIDAN, E 


My Dran SHERIDAN, | 


1 ; To men f your Ro ind = 


conſummate obſervation of human character, 
profeſſion muſt always be at once diſguſting 


and ſuperfluous.—I ſhall not, therefore, in- 


dulge myſelf in repeating a detailed inventory 
of your virtues, nor gratify my friendſhip by 
telling you what I cou ſay of you—Duplicity 

zs ſo common a character in the preſent era 


5 of univerſal depravation, that it is the moſt 


difficult attainment in the whole compaſs of 


. phyſical practicabilities, to find a man in . 


Vhoſe attachment you can at all depend, or 

in whoſe firmneſs you can repoſe any confi- 

_ dence. —Adverſe, however, as I ſincerely am 

d any appearance of profeſſions, I cannot 

retain en ing this much to you, which 
| Tenter- 


39 3: 


1 entertain no * you will give your pi 

implicit belief to, that I feel as fincere, as 

warm, as faithful, and as diſintereſted wm 
ftriendſhip for you as 1 do for * 
1 breathing. ö 


: The | 8 reaſon of my writing to 
vou at preſent, is to convince you of my 
regard, by a teſtimony much more cogent 
| than any aſſertion of mine—the potent evi- 
| dence of actual fact.— In few words, I have 
finally concluded the negociation which, 
for the laſt twelve months, has been uni- 
 formly going on, with different degrees 
of progreſſion between me and Mr. Pitt, 
and have received the laſt fat to my offi- 
cial appointment, as Commercial Negoci- 5 
ator between this country and France. 
Whatever may be the ſentiments of the party 
on this occaſion (and ſuch is the inſtability 
of human attachment in theſe times, that 1 
ſmall not wonder if my beſt friends, and thoſe 


> indeed who have ſerved me moſt, were to 
take the lead againſt me on my preſent pro- 


motion.) I have at leaſt a peculiar claim 


1 * * and an inſaperable pre- 


tenſion | 


40 * 


denſion to your &, 4 x need not 
dring to your recollection the divided intereſt 
we have always taken in one great and im- 


1 portant department of Parliamentary buſineſs. 
We have fought fide by ſide, and I think I 


can, without vanity, aſſume, that I was not 
lar outdone by you, in the ſucceſsful detec- 
_ tion of the reiterated inſtances of miniſterial 


 Imbecility, and the diurnal demonftration = 

| heir unexampled i ignorance. We conſtirut= 
dd in our two perſons a ſpecies of Hercules . 
Biformes, vigorouſly and equally engaged in 


che arduous employment of cleanſing the 
Augean ſtable of official corruption and po- Rs 
| Jitical KPWty. 


— What then will * the ea of the LS 
recent appointment, of which I now convey 5 
to you the earlieſt information. Tou will 


be in your own perſon the ſingle man of this 


| conflit, and all the fame (of which you 
| know the value better than 1 pretend to) 
attached to the victory, will be entirely, and 


without partition or diminution, your 1 


For my part, ſo you are but benefitted, I am 


i L Air to the CINE degrada= 5 


tion 


* 


tas 


uon of my new commiſſion with chearfulneſs | 
while I ſee my friend and fellow-labourer 


_ gratified and rewarded. If the term reward- 


ed ſhould ſeem oddly and uncommonly uſed 
in its application to you, let me ſuggeſt to 
you, that the preciſe meaning of all words 
depends upon the circumſtances that attend 
their introduction, and I am ſure, when 
compared with the, Fiſtrable effects that 
have accompanied the reſult of all my poli- 
tical labours, you will conſider your own 
fituation as a condition of ſplendid ard il- 
luſtrious remuneration indeed, And here | 
you have the heart of my ſtory the great 
and efficient inſtrumentality of my recent 


converſion. It was not to ſerve the ſtate 


chat I adopted this meaſure; for on a careful 

reviſion of Cay's Abridgment, the happy x 
ſource of my celebrity and diſplay, I found N 
not a ſingle word relevant to the ſubject of 
a commercial treaty between this country 
and France. I need not therefore {ay to 
you, who know me, that no reaſonable ex- 
pectation of ſuperior advantage to my coun- 
try could influence my determination on this 


8  vegalion, It was not to ſerve myſelf that 1 


8 e entered 


„„ : 
entered i into 7 negociation; "for; withour 
_ Vanity, I think I may truly ſay, that my re- 


Bard for myſelf is well known to be as weak 


and unoperative, as my friendſhip to others is 
demonſtrated to be vigorous, energetic, and 
immutable. In ſhort, my friend, I did it 

to ſerve you; and I flatter myſelf you will 
readily agree, few men have gone greater 
8 72228 in the indication of their attachment. 


1 1 "OT aw difpofition to Wedge! m 
_ thoſe tepid emanations of genuine humours, 


| thoſe dazzling corruſcations of native genius, 


E —thoſe flaſhes of ſplendid colloquy, that 
are too well known to be the characteriſtic 


criteria of my endowments to make any 
affectation of modeſty on the ſubject at all 


neceſſary, I ſhould obſerve, that you, as the 
tutelary patron of wit, independent of all 
operation of gratitude, are bound to become 
my moſt active advocate in this ſituation of 
poſſible acrimony and factious miſrepreſen- i 
cation. For what does the great Locke de- 


fine wit to be? He ſays, it is the ready 1 
aſſemblage of two ideas together, which, 
5 though Oey unlike, are in 3 b 


1 2 
i. * ha not the union that has taken 
place between me and Mr. Pitt operate, to 


all intents and purpoſes, as Ae | 


illuſtration of this definition, and of courſe _ 
as a conſequent confirmation of the truth of 
the theory, For what could for years be 


more apparently unlike than Mr. Pitt and 
me? and yet who, as this event has proved, 


can ſympathize with a more compleat or ac- 
curate veriſimilitude ? One common reſem- 
blance of longitudinal emaciation ; one com- 


mon poller of literary morbidity ; one com- | 
mon abhorrence of pertinacious and preju- =_ 


_ . diced adherence to any given deſcription of 
political catechumen, one common accuracy 


in che reminiſcence of original obligation, 
one common exemption from the weak, 


though dulcet reinnirne of official am- 
: bition, and one common efferveſcence of 


perſonal gratitude, es he ted 5 


f n ae, of our e characters. : 


"fin. my dear Sheridan Conti to 185 
es of me, as I believe you have ever 
done Vale o 

ny mur yours, ag 
W 


* „ 


An 
LETTER „ 
To JOSIAH WED GWOOD, Exe. 

© Beckenham, Dec. f. 1785. 


| Dax SIR, N 


TL REMEMBER it was an ingenious and 


Judicious obſervation. of yours, that the in- 


trodi ction of friendſhip into trade was not 
leſs abſurd than that of fancy into mathema- 
"tics: might you not have added, that in- 
tegrity and politics were equally incompa- 
tible? Such at leaſt has been my uniform ſen- 
timent, and for that reaſon I have ever ſtu- 
diouſly avoided engaging in them, as I am 
concerned to ſay, is the practice of too many, 
as a profeſſion. It is true, that called upon 
early in life, by the voice of the uninfluenced 
Electors of the borough of Woodſtock to 
* them 1 in * I have at dif-. 
13 ferent - 
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ferent times kt * patties of various 
_ deſcriptions ; but I have at all times been 
particularly attentive, not to bind myſelf 
| down to any circumlcribed line of political 
tenets, which might in any degree deprive 
me of that free, unreſtrained exerciſe of my _ 
judgment, which, in my humble apprehen- 
ion, a Member of Parliament can never 


"08 prudently furrender. In ſhort, I flatter my- 


ſeltf, 1 ſhall not riſque being contradifted 
from any quarter, when J venture to aſſert, 
that from my firſt entrance into public life, 


my conduct has been that of a plain, honeſt, 5 
uninfluenced, independent Gentleman; who 


VWithout attending to any views, either of 
| Intereſt or ambition, has upon all occaſions 
made the welfare of the community his 
ſole inviolable rule of action. Such how- 
ever is the virulence of faction, ſuch the 


b illiberality, and ſuch the want of candour 


amongſt men who concern themſelves in 
public affairs, upon motives leſs pure and 
diſintereſted, that I ſhall be little ſurprized, 
do find the ſtep I am now about to apprize 
you of, maliciouſly and induſtriouſly repre- 
. ſenged as 3 defertior of principle, an incon- 
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ſiſtency of OT Ie Y and an open 8 = - 


the moſt ſacred obligations ; ; the ſtep I 


3 is, that of having accepted from a 
- Miniſter, of whom you well know the opi- 


nion I entertain, the appointment of Envoy 5 
; Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, to con- 


clude a Commercial Treaty between France 
and Great Britain. Let Malice however do 


FRE | worſt, 1 flatter myſelf your candour will c 


give me ample credit, when I ſol e 85 
teſt and declare, that no conſiderations but 


a ſincere and ardent deſire to ſerve the pub- 
lic intereſts in general, and a tender and 


13 anxious folicitude for thoſe of the manufac- 


tures of Great Britain in particular, have 
had the ſmalleſt weight in my mind upon 
the preſent occaſion ; the trifling and paltry 
emoluments annexed to the employment, I 
will confidently affirm cannot be ſuſpected 
to have influenced a perſon. whoſe birth, ſor- 
tune, and rank in life, have placed bim ſo 
infinitely above ſuch mean and deſpicable 


temptations: No, my dear Sir, believe " 


it is the firm conviction I feel in my- own 
mind, and which I have in a great degree 
deed from the Tight of information you 

. have . 


1 


Hare favoured me with, of the: utter incapa- 5 


city of the preſent Miniſter, and the ſcanda- = 


| lous inſufficiency and ignorance . of all his 


” _ Majeſty's fervants with reſpe& to the com- 


- mercial intereſts of the nation, that have de- ; 


cCided me to devote my poor abilities to their 
ſervice; in the hope of averting ſome of 

thoſe miſchieſs which cannot but be expect- 

cd from their wretched management to befal 


this country; I confeſs I feel at this moment . 
Ake a ſecond Curtius (without deſcending ; 


toa pun upon the ſubje&) | devoting myſelf = 
to a Pitt, for the ſalvation of my country; 1 


cannot therefore doubt but you, with all 
ſincere patriots, will n . my 
2 e n. . 


Bebe I enter © upon 5 arduous W 


I have now undertaken, there is a matter I 


_ with much to ſuggeſt to you, and in which 
| ſhould I be ſo fortunate as to have your con- 


wy currence, 1 ſhall- eſteem myſelf peculiarly 
happy. Converſant as you are in the manu- 


facturing intereſt, it is needleſs to point out 


9 to you, that whatever treaty I may conclude 8 


2 with the Cabinet of Verſailles, it cannot be 
Rn i be 4 
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=, expetted to. prove equally beneficial to all 
| the different branches of them, and conſe= 
| quently I am not to flatter myſelf with an 


univerſal approbation of the reſult by my 
negociations; (I truſt I need hardly ſay, that 
Earthen ware will not be the article to which 
I ſhall be the leaſt attentive.) This circum- 


ſtance being duly conſidered, I confeſs it 
|  ftrikes me, and hope it will appear in the 


ſame light to you, chat no future meetings 


of the Chamber of Commerce can poſſibly 
de attended with any advantage to the pub, -k 

ae; | will therefore take leave to recom- 
mend it moſt earneſtly to you, to uſe your 


| | maſt ſtrenuous endeavours to prevent any 


' future aſſemblies of that kind; it was but 
too evident from the little ſucceſs we had, 


on this ſide of the water, in our oppoſition. 
to the Iriſh Propoſitions, that aur utmoſt. 
efforts againſt the will of the Miniſter muſt 
in the preſent Parliament prove ineffectual ; 


And I own I am not without hope, that the 


| general good opinion I have been anxious to ; 
| eſtabliſh of my ſincere concern for the ma- 
nufacturing intereſt, will diſpoſe all parties 


* 


U 


WW rely implicitly on my moſt ſtrenuous ex- 
ertions for the common proſperity. of all. 
One thing I would authoriſe you to promiſe, 
in my name, to every diſtin& branch of our 
manufactures, namely, that I will not, on 


any account whatever, haſtily or precipitately . 


conclude any treaty which may affect their 
intereſt; I care not how much of my time 
I ſacrifice to their ſervice, and though the 
buſineſs I am now undertaking ſhould de- 
tain me from 'my native country, and the 
_ enjoyment of my domeſtic comfort, five, or 
even ten years, rather than neglect their 
intereſts in the minuteſt particular, I will 
patiently and chearfully ſubmit to my lot.— 
For them and their ſakes only, I become a 
voluntary exile; for them I expoſe my cha- 
racter to the moſt odious and ignominious 
imputations. Do I aſk too much, when, in 


_ return, 1 requeſt only their confidence in my 


deſire to ſerve them, and a fuppreſſion of 


ttzhoſe meetings, which however wiſe, while 


their concerns were in the hands of ig- 
norance and i incapacity, become unneceſfary, 5 
if not prejudicial, when they are entruſted to 
Eo ms 
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one in whoſe 26al and exertion they may 
reaſonably confide ? B 


* am, dear Sir, | 
W. ich the greateſt eſteem apd regard, | 
Tour very faithful, 


and devoted bumble ene, 


— 


P. 8. As my reſidence on the Continent. 


may probably be long, I will trouble you ta 


give orders to your principal agent, te coun- 


termand the three dozen chamber utenſils 


I had beſpoke, with the figure of Mr. Pitt 
_ engraved in the bottom of them; for which 


I am happy to learn, you have had fo exten- 

five a demand, as I was fo lucky as to be 

' the perſon who originally ſuggeſted the os 
: 9 FOR 


. 
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„ WILLIAM ADAM, Exe M. 7. 


ij have- been hitherto fo many 


N circumſtances of common ſympathy between 5 
you and me, in the courſe of our purſuits in 


life, that I think it particularly my duty to 
comment on the firſt inſtance of its inter- 
ruption, and to reprehend you gently for 
che voluntary deviation from the ſtandard of 
our original friendſhip, of which I am not 
unapprized, by the objection which I un- 
derſtand you have expreſſed to my conduct 
in a recent inſtance of my good fortune. 
Jou ſet out in your career of politics under 
the cheering auſpices of Lord North ;—ſo _ 


did I. You were an active and warm friend _ 
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Is 5 
to e Coalition ;—-ſo was I. You have an 
amiable and deſerving wife, together with a 


9 large family; —ſo have I. You were ori- 
ginally bred to the profeſſion of the law ;— 


ſo Was I. Why then will you not permit me 
to add to this detail of affirmative reſem- 
blances, an equally congenial liſt of contra- 

ries; and allow me to fay, you have left 


Lord North, as well as I. You have aban- . 
daoned the Coalition, juſt as I have done. — 


| You have deſerted the drudgery of an "— 
noble profeſſion for the attainment of more 

rapid emolument, and in that alſo have fol- 
lowed the example of your friend. 
Why will you give me an opportunity, even 


for the moſt lenient rebuke on the ſubject of . 


violated conſiſtency and injured Cn a — 
| 1 better of it. wy 


21 will you permit me to ſpeak to my new : 


allies, to obtain for you the employment of . 


Commercial Negociator between this coun- 
try and the Court of Madrid? The office is 
as neceſſary, in point of fact, as mine; and 
has this advantage, that it cannot be expoſed 

to the empty ridicule "of factious * on 


1 


or the ſcore of there being two Plenipotentiaries 
at the ſame Court. The moſt i ingenious of 
them cannot prove that. Might it not, 
however, facilitate your eee and 
reconcile an inquiſitive, diſcontented multi- 
tude to the extravagance, as they may call 
it, of your nomination, if you were to move 
profeſſionally for a writ of enquiry, to diſ- 
cover a true ſtate of the Ambaſſador's 


| locality, and to aſcertain the moot point of _ 


his exiſtence. This writ, you know, lies 


legally in all caſes of nibil decit, or non 4 


informatus; and on each of theſe accounts, 
both as to taciturnity, and the abſence f 
information, what judicature will queſtion 


the ſingular propriety of its iſſuing againft _ 


uch an individual as the Earl of Cheſter- 

field? As another mode of effecting che 
ſame purpoſe, for the little Earl has been 
_ evidently repreſented in the Retorna BRE 
viuM (pardon this ſimple inſtance of the 
| paronamaſia) as a neon eſt inventus, may it 
not be practicable to iſſue a latitat ?—a pro- 
ceſs which indeed owes its name to the ſup- 


BD poſition that the defendant doth © lurk and 


lie hid, 10 compel him to anſwer to his 
| 8 * 
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"BY by perſonal appearance, or to kita 


him for non-feaſance ?—I only throw theſe 
things out, and leave it to your own better 
judgment to decide upon the final adoption 


of them. I only know this, that Tix thou- 
ſand pounds per annum, with all collateral 
et ceteras of Plenipotentiary picking, is no 
trifle, and well merits your ſerious conſidera- 
tion. I know you will be very prone to 
object, that the preſcriptive definition of a 
lawyer's remuneration is this——Quiddem 
 benorarium et non mercenarium. I grant it; 
but having relinquiſhed the profeſſion, you 
will not wonder that I have abandoned alſo 


all reverence for its definitions. For the 


fame reaſon, when I am pleading the purity 
of my motives, the diſintereſted integrity of 


my conduct, and the inviolable fidelity of 5 


my attachments, if you ſhould blur the old 


maxim in my face, de non apparentibus et 


non exiſtentibus eadem eſt ratio, 1 ſhould only 


reply, that having reſigned the gown, 1 | 


quitted it and its quiddities together, and am 


FE no longer amenable to the juriſdiction even 


2 * its leaſt N dieta. 8 


have 
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I have an authority to uſe on this oc 


ſion, that I well know will be paramount in 


your mind, and deciſive as to your judg- 
ment. It is the opinion of a man, towards 
whom a temporary miſunderſtanding has had 


the effect only of rivetting your eſteem, and 


_ confirming, I fear with an immutable ido- 


latry, the fervour of your attachment—T 
mean Mr. Fox. Nothing could be more 
| liberal or handſome than his mode of receiv- 


ing me, after the firſt epiſtolary communi- 
cation of my preſent appointment; when T _ 
aſked him, if he was not ſurpriſed at ſuch an 


intimation, mark what was the unexampled 


; unequivocalneſs of his anſwer! He gene- 


rouſly anſwered—Not at all :—When ano- 


ther man would have gratified an illiberal 
and party ſpleen at fo fatal a deſertion, what 
was the line of his more deciſive conduct ? 
He declined to agitate a ſubject on which 

his own mind was evidently made up, and - 
with the moſt intelligible avowal of his ſen- 


timents, conveyed only through the decorous 


medium of a tacit implication, forbore to 


5 ſpeak of my politics, and diverted the con- 
5 Ferien to that of the Theatre—Adrmirable 


delicacy? 


L 56 "a Mo, 
delicacy 1—Nay, ſo much am 1 [EY of 
the full and unqualified ſincerity of his opi- 


nion upon the caſe, that I am convinced, 


were I to go down to the Houſe on the firſt. 
daa of its meeting, to take a place, impoſ- | 
fible as ſuch an hypotheſis muſt appear, on 
the adverſe ſide of the Houſe, or even to 
ſeat myſelf between a couple of the moſt 


abandoned and convicted profligates in the 5 


records of political delinquency, he would 
even, under ſuch circumſtances, honour me 


with his notice, and indulge himſelf i in the : 
moſt unambiguous eulogia upon the expe- 
diency and neceſſity of my official promo- 


tion, and upon the purity and diſintereſted- 


neſs of my perſonal inducements—need I 


ſay mine—His opinion will, I truſt, i * | 
' fluence yours, and I doubt not of their entire 1 8 
. ral 


1 will only 14d, that though bred a lawyer, 
I am not implacable - that though no longer 
2 whig in perſonal connection, I am fo ſi- 

'  cerely attached to that principle in the theory 
of their creed, inimicitice placabiles, that I 
1 here give you full authority t to aſſure your 
On 


1 


friends, that Py either the French court = 
ſhould demur to my appointment, or by any 


other odd flaw, I ſhould ſuffer a non-ſuit at 


home, I ſhall in that caſe be quite willing 

to forego all actions of battery or treſpaſs, — 

which it is my preſent duty to inſtitute and _ 

carry on againſt them, and to join iſſue with _ 
their with as much good faith and e 5 


: attachmeat as ever. 
Believe me, D Adam, | 


to be e and inviolably yours, © 


V 


5. . Pray do you happen to know any 


thing in the way of your profeſſion (for I 
underſtand he is an attorney, and may there- 
fore occaſionally viſit you with a brief) of 


Mr. Sayer, the famous ſatiriſt of our modern 
politics? if you do, I wiſh you would inti- 
mate to him the propriety of omitting me 


in the future editions of his july celebrated 


3 N Print, 8 
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1 | 9 8 55 : © | 5 
LS 1 called, The 8 Che Ba 
E You may tell him, Ino longer belong 8 
chat Band. I had no idea of playing when 
I fa fo little chance of the piper being paid 
| >; volte > ſubito therefore was the word and 
HE changed my key I have indeed raiſed H 
pitch through the whole compaſs of e 


Faction to the alto of ambaſſadorſþpp.—Let 
bim know this, he will percejy®” underſtand 

time, and will acknondeudge alfo, 1 & truſt, 
ter did well & relinquiſh a .company of 


A gentlemen” performers, who vohinteer en. 


Ss 5 cKxertions to gain a ſet ſo thoroughly devot- 


e 22 a to the art they poſſeſs, that like Nero, 


they can fiddle even when their * s 2 
undoing. 1 8 
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Haba, from the deep grumbling no * - | 


— CEE ax ant 


Fx #8. : 1 


